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THE REORM INSTITUTE: 

OUR UNIQUE, INDEPENDENT VOICE 
 
 

The Reform Institute is a nonprofit, 
nonpartisan, 501(c)(3) educational 
organization, representing a unique, 
independent voice working to strengthen the 
foundations of our democracy and build a 
resilient society. The Institute champions the 
national interest by formulating and 
advocating for valuable, solutions-based 
reforms in vital areas of public 
policy, including homeland and national 

security, energy independence and 

climate stewardship, economic 

opportunity,  immigration policy, and 

government and election reform. 

The Institute�is committed to 
advancing a solutions-based reform 
agenda. Resolving the most intractable 
problems confronting our society will 
require fundamental reform at the core of 
our democratic system. Such an agenda 
includes promoting open and fair elections, 
reducing the influence of special interests in 
our politics and increasing electoral 
competition, and encouraging a political 
discourse that rises above blatant 
partisanship. As a nonpartisan public policy 
organization, the Institute conducts objective 
research and analysis on critical issues and 
promotes reforms that restore Americans’ 
faith in government and the political 
process.  

The Institute was founded in 2001 by a 
group of people knowledgeable about 
campaigns and elections who were deeply 
disillusioned with corrupt fundraising 
activities and the political “closed shop.” 
The initial bipartisan Honorary Chairs of the 
Advisory Committee were Senator John 

McCain (R-AZ) and former Senator Bob 

Kerrey (D-NE). In recent years, the Institute 

has expanded its work to critical issues that 
reveal the need for significant reform of the 
political process and demand bipartisan 
leadership. 

The Institute brings together a broad 
base of reformers from all ideological 
spectrums, including business leaders, 
policy experts, and retired and current 
elected officials and, most importantly, 
average Americans who are tired of politics 
as usual.  

The Institute’s distinctive network is 
reflected in the members of our Advisory 
Committee – a bipartisan group of notable 
academics, legal experts, election 
administrators, and public officials. This 
includes the Honorable Ralph Munro 
(Former Secretary of State, Washington 
State), Tami Buhr (Harvard University), 
Marion Just (Wellesley College), Norm 

Ornstein (American Enterprise Institute), 
Tom Mann (Brookings Institution), 
Anthony Corrado (Colby College), U.S. 

Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), David 

Pottruck (former CEO, Charles Schwab), 
and former U.S. Senators David Boren (D-

OK) and Bob Kerrey (D-NE). These and 
other members have joined forces to carry 
forward the reform agenda from a centrist 
vantage point.   

The Reform Institute’s Board of 
Directors is comprised of former 
Congressman Charles Bass (R-NH), 
Charles Kolb (Committee for Economic 
Development), and Pam Pryor (Convoy of 

Hope). In addition, Daniel Ortiz of the 
University of Virginia’s School of Law 
serves as Legal Advisor and Cecilia 

Martinez is the Executive Director.

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Reform Institute 
300 North Washington Street, Suite 600 

Alexandria, VA 22314 
 

Tel (703) 535-6897 ★★★★ Fax (703) 302-1834 
 

www.reforminstitute.org 
 


