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ENACTED / ADOPTED PROPOSALS 
 
As of March 31, 2008, 26 states have enacted 44 laws and adopted 38 resolutions or 
memorials: 
Alabama, Arizona, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and 
Wyoming. 
 
Examples of enacted legislation and adopted resolutions: 
 
Education: 
 
Washington 
House Bill 3212 
 
 
Enacted: 03/26/2008 

The Act addresses achievement of groups of students, provides best 
practices research and strategies for improving the academic success 
rate. It also provides for the disaggregation of the assessment of 
student learning results by at least the following subgroups of 
students: White, Black, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaskan Native, 
Asian, low income, transitional bilingual, migrant, special 
education, and students with disabilities. 

Employment: 
 
Mississippi  
Senate Bill 2988 
 
 
 
 
 
Enacted: 03/17/2008 

The Act requires every employer to register with and use the E-
Verify program to verify the employment authorization status of all 
newly-hired employees.  No contractor or subcontractor shall hire 
any employee unless registered and participating in the system.  
State agencies and employers with at least 250 employees must 
comply by July 1, 2008; employers with 100-249 employees must 
comply by July 1, 2009; employers with 30-99 employees must 
comply by July 1, 2010; and all employers by July 1, 2011.  
Penalties include loss of public contracts for up to three years, loss 
of licenses for up to one year, or both.   

Health: 
 
South Dakota  
Senate Bill 51 
 
Enacted: 03/12/2008 

The Act provides that a psychologist licensed by another state, or by 
a province of Canada, may practice within this state for a maximum 
of six months, during which time the psychologist's credentials shall 
be reviewed and the psychologist's application for licensing accepted 
or denied.  
 

Human Trafficking: 
 
New Mexico  
Senate Bill 71 
 
Enacted: 02/22/2008 

The law creates penalties for human trafficking;establishes a task 
force to combat human trafficking; and provides appropriations for 
services to victims of trafficking. 
 
 

ID/ Drivers Licenses: 
 
Idaho 
House Bill 366 
 
 
Enacted: 03/05/2008 

The law prohibits the issuance of a driver’s license to persons not 
lawfully present in the United States.  For non-citizens or 
permanent legal residents, the law requires the expiration date of the 
license to be the same date as the end of lawful stay, but not longer 
than the same category of license issued to citizens.  Those whose 
documents do not state an expiration date shall be issued a driver's 
license with an expiration date of one year from the date of issuance.
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Law Enforcement:  
 
Virginia  
House Bill 440 
 
Enacted: 03/08/2008 

The Act adds a presumption against bail for any unauthorized alien 
who has committed a criminal offense and is subject to detention by 
the Law Enforcement Support Center of the Bureau of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement of the United States Department of 
Homeland Security. 
 

Legal Services: 
 
Wisconsin  
Assembly Bill 468  
 
Enacted:3/18/2008 

The Act codifies that a notary public may not state or imply that he 
or she is an attorney licensed to practice law in this state and, more 
specifically, may not solicit or accept compensation to represent 
another person in a proceeding relating to immigration to the 
United States or U.S. citizenship. 
 

Miscellaneous: 
 
Utah 
House Bill 262 
 
Enacted:  3/17/2008 

This law directs the Office of Legislative Research and General 
Counsel to complete a study of all available remedies the state may 
have in seeking reimbursement from the federal government for 
costs incurred by the state resulting from illegal immigration. 

Omnibus / Multi-
Issue: 
 
Utah  
Senate Bill 81 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enacted: 03/13/2008 

This Act addresses law enforcement, licenses/IDs; employment; and 
public benefits.  Specifically, it requires public employers to use the 
E-Verify system and it requires a state agency to verify lawful 
presence in the United States with respect to public benefits. The 
Act also requires the attorney general to negotiate a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the United States Department of Homeland 
Security for the enforcement of federal immigration law by state 
and local law enforcement personnel. The law also prohibits local 
government units from enacting a policy that limits a law 
enforcement officer from cooperating with federal officials 
regarding the immigration status of a person. The law also makes it 
a class A misdemeanor for a person to transport, conceal, harbor or 
shelter unauthorized immigrants. The law takes effect on July 1, 
2009.  

Public Benefits: 
 
Utah  
House Bill 336 
 
 
Enacted: 03/17/2008 

The Act creates a restricted special revenue fund, known as the 
Refugee Services Fund, and allows the Department of Workforce 
Services to form nonprofit corporations or foundations for purposes 
related to the supplying of services to refugees located in the state, 
provides grants to such organizations, provides for administration of 
the Refugee Services Fund by the director of the Employment 
Development Division. 

Voting: 
 
Virginia 
House Bill 1185 
 
 
 
Enacted: 03/05/2008 

The Law provides that the general registrar shall notify voters who 
are reported not to be citizens by the Department of Motor 
Vehicles prior to canceling their registrations, requires the notice to 
inform the person of the report by the department and to allow the 
person to submit a sworn statement regarding their citizenship 
within a specified time frame and requires the registrar to cancel 
registrations of persons who do not respond as requested. 
 

Copyrighted by National Conference of State Legislatures



 10

Resolution: 
 
Rhode Island 
Senate Bill 2787  
 
Adopted: 03/27/2008 

The resolution requests the United States Congress to expedite 
citizenship applications for our country's veterans and members of 
the armed services.  
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